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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING — REPORT ON STUDENT FIGHTS 

164. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education:  
(1) Will the minister explain why her department has failed to deliver a written report on eight separate 

fight club incidents involving students from a number of schools, including students from John Forrest 
Senior High School?  

(2) Is this a strategy to avoid freedom of information laws? 

(3) Is the minister aware of ongoing concerns being expressed by parents and shopkeepers in Morley about 
the fight club incidents?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
(1)-(3) Members are aware of a number of incidents reported in recent weeks about alleged fight clubs. I have 

not had any evidence presented to me that there are clubs of children in Western Australian schools 
engaged in organised fighting. We have seen footage from mobile phone film of these incidents. I have 
been told that the incidents have occurred over a long period, rather than being organised. I have not 
received a report. 

I am not sure about the second part of the member’s question about the FOI request. I have not seen an 
FOI request. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You can access FOI material only if it is in writing, so if the report is verbal, there is no 
capacity for FOI. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have not seen an FOI request on this matter. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So you have received no written briefing notes on this? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I have had conversations and discussions about this. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: None of which is FOI-able; that is my point. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Come on! Not everything is written down. When incidents occur, they are discussed. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: This is quite serious. You said that you were going to have an investigation done, yet there 
is no written report. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members on my left, I would like to hear the answer. I do not want further interjection. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: How long does the member think an investigation takes? It cannot be done in 24 hours. 

As far as we can see from the investigations that I have been told about, most of these fights have taken place off 
school sites. Of course they are of concern to schools. We have discussed this before. They are of concern to all 
of us. They must be of concern to schools, but they are also of ongoing concern to the general community. The 
issues are the subject of ongoing discussions with the Minister for Police, and that will continue. At this point, 
there is no written report, but there have been discussions as incidents have arisen, and we will continue to do 
that.  
 


